


y the 18505
Eransportation of

convicts ro most
Australian colonies had
ended and Ehe demands of
the independent minded
settlrs had begun Yo be T
met with the a Eime of fierce competition bebween the separate
establishment of = Hmbwés mkg/{;weéggd@f‘as z};;&;ﬁau;re Separate
parliaments in most of | sk ok sy s el ok onk
the colonies. represent the whole of Australia
Thus the [ederation movement began

Q\\\)‘ 2 1t Yook many years of lively debate before representatives of
| e colomes could agree on a Constitytion under which they would be

Y happy Yo federate
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ezy'oz life in a democracy which assures \
each of us fair representation in onr
varliament.




THE EXECUTIVE
The Governor-General the Prime N\
Mimster and mimisters form the N
Lxecutive Coumcil It /2 Fhe B
Execntives job to put the lans mage N2
by parliament into practice The

%ﬂpﬂfMZHﬁS o the public service gl .‘:}. K .

72l them do Lhis

O® 71E HIGH COURT

W [t /s the High Court's job Fo
interpret the Constitytion and
algo Yo act as referee” when
SeIIns disagreements arise
between the Commonwealth and
the states or between the
Commonwealth and ind)vidial
ertizens.




A

The Goverror-
Gereral
| rcoresents the
| Cronn as

]

\’ Parliamentarians \& \ Ly L/ Ty,
are elected by - W (7N e 7
| Australian | Y ) Y ﬁ,

crtizens ¥o

© PARLIAMENT
N\ Farliament consists of 2
houses - the House of
Representatives and the Senate
IE ig parliaments job Eo make
Lhe laws of the nation [ts
particular responsibilities are
listed in sections 51 amd 52 of
» the Constitution

may propose a change bt it MUSE gain the agreement of the citizens of
the nation and of the states before the change can be madk

A refarendum must be hid to ask for this agreement. In a referendum elctors
wre Wes” or ‘w" ¥o a proposed change

A change wil only be madk Yo the Constitution if a mgority of electors over
the whole of Australia vote fm “AND a majority of eectors in at ast 4 of the
& states also vote s’ This is known as a dowble maority.

Since federation the Australian peoplk have voted in 44 referendums and have
only agreed Fo the constitutional changes contaimed in 8 of them




D EMOCRATIC REFRESENTATION!

¥ HAMBER OF THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Sually elections are held
every 3 years for the
House of Representatives
and Ferritory Semarors. An
election for half the State
Senators, a half-Eenate election,
/g normally held at the same
Eime.




’f’ j 1 the government of the
i || day canmnot effectively
guide the parliament a
double dissolution may be called
THis means that both houses
are dissolved and the whole
Senate as well as the House of
Representatives must face an
election.
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DECLARATION OF
lHE FOLL

When the scruting is complete then ...
THE POLL IS DECLARED — the
names of the successiul candidates
are announced Their names must also

| & written on the back of the original
N writs and the writs returned to
whoever iSsued them either the
Governor - General or a State
Governor.




i '] :’_____-: t

STAGES |

1.8 ). { 28 \ Q'F
W T 2 g R oD TR AP O Ve )
R B3 PR @GO Gﬁ@ LYo 20 RS

gic: 3
2 L) |
~—1
2 e X ! {A.L& 35“2\

. L i ; 750 N
L <4 3 . i L @ g »

[




PRINTING OF
BALLOT PAPERS

When the time set aside
for nommations ends, the
Australian Electoral
Commission has ballot
papers printed with the
candidates' names on

THE SCRUTINY
When voting finistes at & pm the.
sealed ballo? boxes are opened and
emptied and the counting of the votes
Legins. This zountiny” stage /s calld
The results of the comnt are sent to the
Virewal Tally Room on the Australian







As aresult of the election

y taking part in an

s ’ election Australian
electors have chosen the men and
women who will represent them in

parliament. As a result of the election
a parliament is formed! |

. Which members of parliament form the
v “qovernment of the day?

NSWER. The party, or coalition of parties. with a
A " mapority of members in the Fouse of
Representatives becomes the government. The \li

leader of the government is called the Frime N\
Mmister ZN
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he preferential system of voting 13 used for House of |
Representatives elections. b
When you vote in an election for the House of Representatives you |
are helping o choose one person to represent your electoral division in
that house of Federal Farliament. The House of Representatives
ballot paper is green and lists the candidates’ names. In the
preferential system the elector needs Yo put a mimber in each of the
Squares weside the candidates” names. The mmber 1 shows the
electors first preference. 2 indicates the second preference and so on.
Ballot papers on which all the boxes have been [illed in are called
formal ballot papers. Only formal ballot papers are counted in deciding
the winning candidate. Make your vote count - make your vote formal!
T0 be elected, a candidate must receive an absolute mgjority re more B |
than 50% of all the formal votes cast. T
This means that a candidate must win the support of over half |
Lhe electors in a division Yo become therr representative in the fHouse
of Representatives \




[Aounting Eilne Dores...

DIVISION OF 0L

THREE CANDIDATES RICK DANNY AND MEGAN stand for ciection in the l
division of OZ- After the election the ballot papers are counted and there are 60,000 formal votes.
Therefore the absolute mgjority needed o win the seat is at last 30 OO1 wotes (more than 50%) '

[

22 000

NOBODY has gained an absolute maority so the person with the lowest mmber of First preferences
/8 eliminated So Rick is eliminated and these ballot papers are distributed according o the second
preferences marked on Ehem.

Z5 000
& 300

29 300
Danmy gained
& 300 second
preferences.

AS MEGAN s gained the absoute mairity she becomes the eected representatie for the division of 02"




magine your class has the chance to spend a
whole day away From school doing something
adventurous - money s no obect!

Tou will all be doing the same thing so we
want ro be sure to please more than haif of you
(more than 50%)

ou will need 7 ballot paper eackh
80 photocopy as many as
Lrequired of the sample below:

Remember that House of
Representatives ballot papers are green
S0 you showld use green paper!

A Remember that you place the
number 1 1n the Square beside yonr
[irst preforence, Z beside your
Second preference and So on until
you nave [illed i all the boxes.

A Vote i secret.

A Fold your ballot paper and place ¢
n the ballot box.

| Mow sort and comt the votes—
record your results on the table on
\ 27 page opposite




 Your election there were S excursion candidates to
choose from. After the election the ballot papers were
counted and there were...... formal votes. Therefore the
absolute maority needed o win is...... (absolute maority -
more than 50% of the formal vote)

Has any excursion gaimed an absolute majority at the first comt?

If 0 excursion has gained an absolute majority then the excursion with the lowest mmber of
first preferonces 13 elimmated These ballot papers are distributed according Yo the second
preferences shown on them

AT THE B
SECOND
COUNT

THC EXCUISION CHOSEH IS e

THIS excursion was cHOSCH AE EHP ... o count.

nis IS how Lhe electors of a division elect onme person Yo represent
them all in the House of Representatives.







ustralia 18 divided |
mto single member
divisions which contam
approximately the same
number of electors; the
electors of eack division
choose 1 person ro
represent their QpInons
and their interests in the
House of -

Representatives. i
AL present there are[
150 electoral divisions, |
each represented by 1 |
member in the fouse |3
of Representatives. |




C " The word ballot comes from
the French word ballotte meaning a
littte ball In Ancient Athens judges of the
tighest: court used to give Lheir verdicts by
dropping Stone or metal balls into boxes. Balls
Lhat: were coloured black stood for
condemmation White balls meant acquittal.
Today some clubs use white and black balls
to vote on new members. Persons not admitted
are said to be blackballed

— Swinging voters are
\ i in the minority. Most people
o tend o ot for the same party election
after election but not so the swinging vorers!
They tend to vote for different parties at
different elections.

== A donkey vore’ is a term used

- when a vallot paper i3 humbered
from top to bottom in order.

This I8 a formal vote.

e A colourful term that
T descrives a way of campalgning wWAHIcH
N Some candldates use o win votes; they Shake

the hands and Slap the backs of every citizen
they meet,

ELECTION TALK ELECTION TALK  ELECTION TALK

ELECTION TALK ELECTION TALK ELECTION TALK



ELECTION TALK ELECTION TALK ELECTION TALK

= arlament: in which no poltical

party, or coalition of parties. has a
maority in the peoples house” A
parliament like this has no life
because decisions can’t be mad -
government grinds 0 a halt!

=" A word to descrive
" groups of people who [eel S0
strongly about particwar canses
that they try Fo persuace the
qovernment: to make decisions which
Support LHeIr Causes.
The word lobby not: only descriges
the groups thseMs out the
tactics they use to influence
powerful people and government.
Some exampls of lobby growps are
Ehe environmental lobby and the
mining 10bby.
Can you Ehink of any more lobby
qroups?

ELECTION TALK ELECTION TALK ELECTION TALK
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