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The case in favour
Source 1

Vote ‘Yes’
Vote ‘Yes’ for Aborigines, they want to be 
Australians too

Vote ‘Yes’ to give them rights and freedoms 
like me and you

Vote ‘Yes’ for Aborigines, all parties say they 
think you should

Vote ‘Yes’ and show the world the true 
Australian brotherhood.

Words of a song sent by the Aboriginal Rights 
‘Vote Yes’ Committee to radio stations, and 
Sydney Morning Herald, 
19 May 1967. (Source: The 1967 Aborigines 
Referendum, Australian Bureau of Statistics, 
Year Book Australia 2004)
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How did indigenouS AuSTrAliAnS AcHieVe ciVic rigHTS?
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Campaigning for constitutional change in the 1967 referendum
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BlM 3 (conT.)

conSTiTuTion AlTerATion (ABoriginAlS) 1967
Argument in favour of the proposed law

The case for YeS

The proposed alteration of this section will do two things. First, it will remove words from our constitution 
that many people think are discriminatory against the Aboriginal people.

Second, it will make it possible for the commonwealth Parliament to make special laws for the people  
of the Aboriginal race, wherever they may live, if the Parliament considers it necessary.

This cannot be done at present because, as the Constitution stands, the Commonwealth Parliament has no power, 
except in the Territories, to make laws with respect to people of the Aboriginal race as such.

 …The Commonwealth’s object will be to cooperate with the States to ensure that together we act in 
the best interests of the Aboriginal people of Australia.

The second proposed alteration is the repeal of section 127 of the Constitution.

That section reads:

‘in reckoning the numbers of the people of the commonwealth, or of a State or other part of  
the commonwealth, aboriginal natives shall not be counted.’

Why was this provision included in the Constitution in 1900? Well, there were serious practical difficulties in 
counting the Aboriginals in those days. They were dispersed, and nomadic. Communications in inland Australia  
were poor, and frequently non-existent. Today the situation is very different and counting is practicable.

our personal sense of justice, our commonsense, and our international reputation in a world in which racial 
issues are being highlighted every day, require that we get rid of this outmoded provision. 

Its modern absurdity is made clear when we point out that for some years now Aboriginals have been entitled to 
enrol for, and vote at, federal elections. Yet section 127 prevents them from being reckoned as ‘people’ for the 
purpose of calculating our population, even for electoral purposes!

The simple truth is that section 127 is completely out of harmony with our national attitudes and modern thinking. 
It has no place in our Constitution in this age.

All political parties represented in the Commonwealth Parliament support these proposals …

we urge you to vote YES to both our proposals as to Aboriginals by writing the word YES in the square 
on the ballot paper.
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