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HOW DID INDIGENOUS AUSTRALIANS ACHIEVE CIVIC RIGHTS?

Commonwealth Laws against Aborigines

Petitioning for
constitutional change

COMMONWEALTH LAWS
AGAINST ABORIGINES

The Commonwealth Constitution says the Federal Parliament can make laws for

“the people of any race
OTHER THAN THE ABORIGINAL RACE in any State”

(Section 51, Clouse xxvi)
and

“in reckoning the numbers of people . . .

ABORIGINAL NATIVES SHALL NOT BE COUNTED".
(Section 127).

EVERY STATE HAS DIFFERENT LAWS FOR ABORIGINES

o Federal Parliament has to justify these laws to public opinion at home and
abroad, and to the United Nations.

e Since N.S.W. this year ended discrimination in our State Laws, Aborigines
have equal rights here but not if they travel interstate.

o CENSUS (Section 127) implies that Aborigines are not worth counting, and
this is an insult to the original Australians.

Please Sign the National Petition

for Equal Citizenship for Aborigines
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