
The voice of a vote in a world of change 103© Australian Electoral Commission 2010

BLM 7

AEC’s Youth Enrolment Message
Background information 
The Electoral Act provides for the conduct  
of federal elections. This means the Act 
provides the legal basis for the Australian 
Electoral Commission (AEC) to conduct 
elections and this includes the creation and 
maintenance of the electoral roll. There are 
at present over 14 million electors on the 
Commonwealth electoral roll.

As the Electoral Act states, enrolling and 
voting are compulsory for every Australian 
citizen over 18 years of age. The AEC must 
ensure that every elector knows about and 
adheres to this law.

As federal elections in Australia are not held 
on set dates, the roll must be constantly 
updated in case an election is called. That 
means electors have two responsibilities: 
one, to enrol (it’s the law) and two, they also 
have to keep their enrolment details current. 

What is the AEC doing about 
enrolment for young people?

Enrol to Vote Week
Enrol to Vote Week is a schools event aimed 
at making sure all young people are ready to 
vote when they turn 18. School communities 
are asked to support this program with 
peer-led activities on democratic 
engagement. 

During Enrol to Vote Week participating 
schools undertake to encourage senior 
students to enrol to vote.

‘O’ Week
The AEC attends university campus ‘O’ Week 
activities across Australia to encourage 
university students to enrol to vote. 

This initiative provides students with an 
opportunity to enrol to vote, change their 
address or just ask any questions about 
enrolling and voting. 

Count Me In!
Count Me In! was a youth enrolment campaign run in the lead-up to the 
2010 federal election by the United Nations Youth Association (UNYA) 
and the Australian Youth Forum (AYF).

The AEC provided support to the campaign in which UNYA volunteers 
across Australia hit the streets to enrol as many young people as 
possible over one weekend.

Rock Enrol
During an election year, Triple J youth radio station and the AEC run a 
youth enrolment campaign called ‘Rock Enrol’. Triple J presenters and 
music celebrities team up to encourage young people to enrol, ready 
to vote in the upcoming election.

Famous People Vote Too
During the 2010 federal election, the AEC collaborated with 
Australian celebrities to promote enrolment and voting to a wide 
range of youth audiences as part of Famous People Vote Too.

Television, radio, sporting and social personalities became 
ambassadors for enrolment, encouraging their fans and followers to 
enrol to vote for the 2010 federal election through mainstream and 
social media.

Enrolling young people to vote

How did EAST TIMOR TAKE THE FIRST STEPS TO DEMOCRACY?


