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Durack has  
approximately  
90, 000 voters

Stirling has  
approximately  
90, 000 voters

BLM 6

Federal redistributions
A redistribution is the redrawing of electoral boundaries for a division to ensure that there are, as near as possible, 
equal numbers of electors in each division for a state or territory.

HOW DO ELECTORATES CHANGE OVER TIME?

Electorate: Durack
Area: 1,587,758 sq. km

Electorate: Stirling
Area: 77 sq. km

Perth suburbsPerth surrounds
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Federal redistributions
HOW DO ELECTORATES CHANGE OVER TIME?

BLM 6 (Cont.)

Until 1983 a redistribution of seats in the Australian electoral system was a decision for the party  
in government.

Since 1983 a redistribution occurs in a state or territory when:

>	 it has been seven years since the previous redistribution in that state or territory.
>	 there is a change in the number of members to which a state or territory is entitled. This occurs when there 

has been a greater relative population increase or decrease than occurs in another state or territory.
>	 more than one-third of the divisions within a state vary from the average divisional enrolment for that state 

by more than 10% for three consecutive months.

The process
A Redistribution Committee is appointed in the state or territory where a redistribution is to occur.  
Individuals and groups in the community are encouraged to make suggestions to this committee.  
The Electoral Commissioner calculates the average number of electors for each division.  
This is called a quota. It is worked out according to the following formula:

Number of people enrolled in the state or territory

Number of members of the house of representatives 
to which the state or territory is entitled

When a redistribution takes place, the enrolments in a division must not vary more than 10% from the average 
number of electors. The aim is for enrolments to be within 3.5% of the average enrolment, three and a half years 
after the redistribution. 

Factors the Redistribution Committee takes into account
The Redistribution Committee has a map drawn showing proposed new divisional boundaries.  
Factors taken into account include:

>	 the quota
>	 community of interest
>	 geographical features
>	 means of communication and travel.

During a redistribution, maps are put on display for public comment and people may object to the  
proposed boundaries. 

Any written objections and comments made by the public along with evidence presented at public inquiries  
must be considered by an augmented Electoral Commission. When the boundaries are finally decided by the 
augmented Electoral Commission, new maps are prepared.

The final decision of the augmented Electoral Commission cannot be appealed.

Quota = 
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