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Provisions of the Constitution 
Chapter 1: The Parliament

Section 1: Legislative power
The legislative power of the Commonwealth shall be vested in a federal parliament, which shall consist of  
the Queen, a Senate and a House of Representatives, and which is hereinafter called ‘The Parliament’,  
or ‘The Parliament of the Commonwealth’.

Section 7: The Senate
The Senate shall be composed of senators for each state, directly chosen by the people of the state, voting,  
until the parliament otherwise provides, as one electorate …

Until the parliament otherwise provides there shall be six senators for each original state. The parliament may  
make laws increasing or diminishing the number of senators for each state, but so that equal representation  
of the several original states shall be maintained and that no original state shall have less than six senators. 

The senators shall be chosen for a term of six years, and the names of the senators chosen for each state shall  
be certified by the Governor to the Governor-General.

Section 8: Qualification of electors
The qualification of electors of Senators shall be in each state that which is prescribed by this Constitution, or by the 
parliament, as the qualification for electors of members of the House of Representatives; but in the choosing of 
Senators each elector shall vote only once.

Section 15: Casual vacancies 
If the place of a senator becomes vacant before the expiration of his term of service, the Houses of Parliament  
of the state for which he was chosen … shall choose a person to hold the place until the expiration of the term …

Where a vacancy has … occurred in the place of a senator chosen by the people of a state and, at the time when he 
was so chosen, he was publicly recognized by a particular political party as being an endorsed candidate of that party 
… a person chosen or appointed under this section … shall, unless there is no member of that party available to be 
chosen or appointed, be a member of that party …

Section 24: Constitution of House of Representatives
The House of Representatives shall be composed of members directly chosen by the people of the Commonwealth, 
and the number of such members shall be, as nearly as practicable, twice the number of the senators …

Section 27: Alteration of number of members
Subject to this Constitution, the parliament may make laws for increasing or diminishing the number of members  
of the House of Representatives.
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Provisions of the Constitution 
Section 28: Duration of House of Representatives
Every House of Representatives shall continue for three years from the first meeting of the House, and no longer,  
but may be sooner dissolved by the Governor-General.

Section 30: Qualification of electors
Until the Parliament otherwise provides, the qualification of electors of members of the House of Representatives  
shall be in each State that which is prescribed by law of the State as the qualification of electors of the more 
numerous House of Parliament of that State; but in the choosing of members each elector shall only vote once. 

Section 34: Qualifications of members
Until the Parliament otherwise provides, the qualifications of a member of the House of Representatives shall be  
as follows:

i	� He must be of the full age of twenty-one years, and must be an elector entitled to vote at the election of 
members of the House of Representatives, or a person qualified to become such elector, and must have  
been for three years at the least a resident within the limits of the Commonwealth as existing at the time  
when he is chosen; 

ii	� He must be a subject of the Queen, either natural-born or for at least five years naturalized under law 
of the United Kingdom, or of a Colony, which has become a State, or of the Commonwealth, or of a State.

Section 51: Legislative powers of the Parliament
The Parliament shall, subject to this Constitution, have power to make laws for the peace,  
order, and good government of the Commonwealth with respect to: 

i	 Trade and commerce with other countries, and among the States …

v	 Postal, telegraphic, telephonic, and other like services;

vi	� The naval and military defence of the Commonwealth and of the several States, 
and the control of the forces to execute and maintain the laws of the Commonwealth …

xii	 Currency, coinage, and legal tender …

xv	 Weights and measures …

xxi	 Marriage …

xxiii	 Invalid and old-age pensions …

xxiv	� The service and execution throughout the Commonwealth of the civil and criminal process 
and the judgments of the courts of the States …

xxvi	 The people of any race, for whom it is deemed necessary to make special laws;

xxvii	 Immigration and emigration …

xxix	 External Affairs …
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Chapter 3: Judicature

Section 71: Judicial power and Courts
The judicial power of the Commonwealth shall be vested in a Federal Supreme Court, to be called the High Court  
of Australia, and in such other federal courts as the Parliament creates, and in such other courts as it invests  
with federal jurisdiction. The High Court shall consist of a Chief Justice, and so many other Justices, not less than  
two, as the Parliament prescribes. 

Chapter 8: Alteration

Section 128: Mode of altering the Constitution
This Constitution shall not be altered except in the following  
manner: The proposed law for alteration thereof must be  
passed by an absolute majority of each House of the  
Parliament, and not less than two nor more than six months  
after its passage through both Houses the proposed law  
shall be submitted to each State and Territory to the  
electors qualified to vote for the election of members of the  
House of Representatives …

And if in a majority of the States a majority of the electors  
voting approve the proposed law, and if a majority of all  
electors voting also approve the proposed law, it shall be  
presented to the Governor-General for the Queen’s  
assent …

Note: Only selected provisions of the Constitution  
are reproduced here.
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